
 
 

October 2017  

 

Dear St. Ann School Families: 

 

From time to time, parents contact us to let us know that they have treated their children for 

head lice. This letter is to inform all school families of the current evidence-based guidelines 

of head lice management that are implemented at our school. Head lice is second to the 

common cold in incidence in schoolchildren. The Catholic Diocese of Wilmington head lice 

guidelines reflect standard practice as recommended by The Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC), the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the National Association of School Nurses.  

 

It is their position that the management of head lice should not disrupt the education process. 

Overall, head lice is an inconvenience and not an infectious condition that warrants exclusion 

from school, mass screening, and notification of classmates. Children who have head lice are 

healthy children who need to be in school to learn. We understand that head lice can be a 

serious nuisance and take seriously the concerns of our families.   

 

Children found with head lice will be referred for treatment. Their parents will be notified 

and prompt and proper treatment will be directed. A child with an active head lice infestation 

likely has had the infestation for 1 month or more by the time it is discovered. There is no 

research data that demonstrates that excluding a student from school is effective at reducing 

the transmission of lice in schools or that mass screening has an impact on decreasing the 

incidence among children. 

 

Classroom notifications to all parents, from the school, risks the privacy of the affected 

students and are not done with typical head lice cases. It is unlikely that all lice infestations 

can be prevented. Parents are encouraged to check their children regularly throughout the 

year, however a visual check is not enough. We have also learned that notifying you when a 

parent reports it to us, creates a false sense that that is the only time checks need to be done. 

They should be done frequently and regularly.  Notifications will not be sent to specific 

classrooms or through the Google Group. This general, yet important, information is being 

shared to replace that. We encourage you to refer to this as needed.  
 

Head lice are most prevalent (in North America) amongst children ages 3-11.  

Because early childhood and younger students are in closer contact, efforts will be made to 

reduce head to head contact and classroom education is completed by the School Nurse. 

 

Head lice are small parasitic insects that live mainly on the scalp and neck hairs of their 

human host. Their presence does not connote a lack of hygiene or sanitation of their host. 

Head lice can be a nuisance but they are neither a medical problem nor a public health issue. 

Transmission of lice occurs by direct head to head contact and infrequently through indirect 

contact with shared personal belongings.  Neither able to fly or jump, lice are unlikely to 



 
 

wander far from their preferred habitat.  It is highly recommended that children wear their 

hair pulled back while at school.  Shorter haircuts for boys may also be helpful. 

 

In 2017, St. Ann School had a specialist, Jacki McCulley, from Lice Happens come to our 

school and provide information for parents. She has offered professional assistance through a 

phone call where parents can ask questions and learn more free of charge. A confidential visit 

to your home would cost. We have learned that today’s head lice have become resistant to 

over the counter treatments which is why a head lice professional may become necessary to 

ensure that it has been eradicated.   

Some key facts from the presentation are available on our school website on the Nurse’s 

Page.  I found them to be very helpful.  One item to note is that the biology of head lice is 

that they can only live in heads-an infected classroom is not possible. 

Your pediatrician can be a resource for handling and treating head lice. Our School Nurse, 

Diane Kerr, can share knowledge and guide you as parents in treating head lice in a 

compassionate and understanding way. She is available to guide you in how to adequately 

check your child, and to assist you in handling this very annoying and time consuming health 

challenge. She has informational resources available as well.  Thank you for partnering with 

us. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stacy Solomon 

Principal 
 

Please refer to the following resources for more information.  

https://www.nasn.org/PolicyAdvocacy/PositionPapersandReports/NASNPositionStatementsF

ullView/tabid/462/ArticleId/934/Head-Lice-Management-in-the-School-Setting-Revised-

2016 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/schools.html 
 
 

https://www.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools/managing-head-lice-schools-webinar-report 

 

www.thesaintannschool.org 
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